Je g} Christwmas carols — some backaround on thelr origin
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This Christmas issue of our newsletter provides a perfect

o

opportunity to pull together some background on our beloved and famil-
iar carols. So | asked Mr Google who, of course, told me, at the click of a key, all the
things | did not know! So, with many thanks to the website why Christmas.com, | offer
you the following;

Carols were first sung in Europe thousands of years ago, but these were not
Christmas carols. They were pagan songs, sung at the winter solstice celebrations around
December 22 as people danced round stone circles — the word Carol means a dance or a
song of praise and joy. Carols used to be sung during all four seasons, but only the tradi-
tion of singing them at Christmas has survived.

Early Christians took over the pagan solstice celebrations for Christmas and gave
people Christian songs to sing instead of pagan ones. In the year 129 a Roman bishop
said that a song called Angels Hymn should be sung at a Christmas service in Rome, and
gradually other composers all over Europe started to write Christmas carols, which were
not especially popular as they were all written and sung in Latin. By the Middle Ages in
the 1200s, most people had lost interest in celebrating Christmas altogether. St Francis of
Assisiin 1223 began to change this when he started his Nativity plays in Italy which in-
cluded songs, or Canticles which told the story in native languages. The new carols
spread across Europe, with one especially notable example written in 1410 about Mary
and Jesus meeting different people in Bethlehem —sadly only a very small fragment of
this exists. Such songs were usually sung in homes rather than in churches, with travel-
ling singers changing the words for local people —one such example is | saw three ships.

With Oliver Cromwell and the Puritans, the celebration of Christmas and the
singing of carols was stopped in 1647, with people singing them in secret. Carols re-
mained mainly unsung until Victorian times when William Sandys and Davis Gilbert col-
lected lots of old Christmas music from villages in England. Before Carol singing in public
became popular there were some groups called Waits who sang on Christmas eve, also
called the watch night or wait night because the shepherds were watching their sheep
when the Angels appeared to them and the Christmas celebrations began. Also many
orchestras and choirs were being set up in cities at this time and people wanted Christ-
mas songs to sing, so carols once again became popular and new ones such as Good King
Wenceslas were written in the Victorian period. New Carol services were created, such as
Carols by Candlelight and the custom of singing carols in the streets began at this time.
Habits and fashions change, one can only wonder what may come next for the
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10.30 Café Style Advent Service—Sara, Claire.
No morning service
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